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Analysis of Epic of Gilgamesh
Does Gilgamesh change because of his friendship with Enkidu? How does the poem on pages 25-26 help us understand Gilgamesh’s character development? 
Gilgamesh is a ruthless ruler and does not have anyone’s interest at heart but his own. He is presented in the early parts of the text, Tablet I-III as a person with no regard to morality or ethical principles that a leader should demonstrate. However, his encounter with Enkidu changes him and gives him a different perception of what life entails. At first, Gilgamesh is only interested in what he wants. He takes whatever he wants-it is like he owns his subjects. For example, his first encounter with Enkidu happens when he was about to sleep with a woman who was newly wedded before her husband slept with her. It is the reason that Enkidu sought to stop him that resulted in their encounter. The two, who were set to be enemies from the appearance events, become close friends. The poem on pages 25-26 can help us understand how Enkidu’s friendship with Gilgamesh helped to change. Gilgamesh is frustrated by Enkidu’s death, given that he has never cared for anyone. Gilgamesh says: 
“May the peoples who gave their blessing after us
mourn you.
May the men of the mountains and hills
mourn you.
May the…” (25). It is the death of Enkidu that sets Gilgamesh on the path to find Utnapishtim, which makes him realize the most important lesson, that life is about living to cherish and love those around him. 
What lessons should or does Gilgamesh learn from his encounter with Siduri, with Urshanabi, and with Utnapishtim?
The death of Enkidu sets Gilgamesh on a path to find immortality because he never wanted to die. However, this journey becomes a transformation for Gilgamesh. He learns several lessons from the people he interacts with. First, he learns from Siduri that it is important to listen and understand people. Siduri allows Gilgamesh to enter the Tavern after he explains his situation and the reason why he is seeking Utnapishtim. Another important lesson from both Siduri and Urshanabi is that it is important to support others to realize and fulfill the things they set to achieve in life. It is Gilgamesh’s encounter with the two that leads him to Utnapishtim. The one important lesson he learns from Utnapishtim is that life is not about wanting to live forever, but rather it is about earning and giving love to those one lives with. It is about living a legacy of passion, caring, and compassion that makes living worthwhile. The last section of the text pages 40-42 can helps us understand the outcome and important lessons that Gilgamesh learned from the three people, Siduri, Urshanabi, and Utnapishtim. 
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